




Learner Activities

This lesson has been developed by the South 
African History Archive (SAHA)

Other Ideas

In Source A, how does Alison feel at these 
different stages?:

1. Before the march starts
2. When the water cannon is fired
3. When the young protester tries to turn 
    the nozzle away from the crowd
4. When the teargas is released
5.5. When she hears that purple people are 
    being arrested
6. About the reactions of retailers in the area?

The Purple March sounds funny. But was it?
Why was the National Party unable to stop ‘the 
march to freedom’ by the end of the 1980s?

InIn Source B, what do we learn about the 
context of the purple march (note the word 
‘pre election)?:

How many people were arrested in all in 
activities related to the purple march?
WhatWhat reason did the police give for arresting 
journalists? Do you think they made a mistake 
in doing so?
Now make a list of all the information that is the 
same in BOTH sources.
NowNow draw two columns and compare the two 
sources under the following headings: Tone, 
sources of information used, details.
What can you conclude about the advantages 
of a) personal accounts and b) newspaper 
accounts? 

Criteria for Assessment

Learners can follow narrative accounts given in 
different sources.
Learners can make deductions about why the 
National Party was failing to keep its grip on 
power. 
LearnersLearners can identify points of corroboration in 
two sources.
Learners can identify points of difference 
between two different kinds of historical 
sources.

Curriculum Link – Grades 10 & 11

LO 1, AS 2  
LO 2, AS 3 LO 2, AS 3 
LO 3, AS 3 
LO 4, AS 3
Grade 11 Content Link – what was the nature 
of resistance to apartheid?

Compare   the   Purple    March   with    peaceful 
protests taking place in other parts of the world at 
the same time like Czechoslovakia’s Velvet 
Revolution.
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Source B:  A newspaper article Sunday Times, 3 September 1989 

‘Demo Chaos – 1 000 Held’ 

In a massive show of force, police yesterday cracked down on pre-election 
demonstrators in the biggest urban disturbance since the state of emergency was 
imposed three years ago.

Riot police fired water-cannons at protestors in Cape Town’s city centre, Riot police fired water-cannons at protestors in Cape Town’s city centre, 
drenching them in purple dye.

Police said last night that 500 people had been arrested.

Most were freed after being brought before a temporary court on charges of 
illegal gathering and breaking the emergency laws.

Last night police announced that a further 500 had been arrested since Friday 
night in unrest related incidents in other centres, bringing the total to 1 000.

SA Police liaison officer Lieutenant-Colonel JH Labuschagne said these included SA Police liaison officer Lieutenant-Colonel JH Labuschagne said these included 
about 300 arrested at the University of Natal on Friday night.

In Cape Town 52 foreign and local newsmen were detained and ‘removed from 
the scene’, a police spokesman said last night: ‘All is quiet and the SAP have 
withdrawn’.

As canisters of teargas exploded in the road, police bundled demonstrators into 
waiting vans.

A cordon at both ends of Burg Street ensured that many people could not flee.A cordon at both ends of Burg Street ensured that many people could not flee.

Witnesses said that for at least two hours after the incident, police patrolled the 
area searching for people covered in the purple dye, many of whom had hidden 
in any building that offered the protection of an open door.

At 3pm, a large crowd gathered inside St George’s cathedral for a church service. 
Police cordoned off the area using trucks and Casspirs.

A delegation, which included civil rights advocate Dullah Omar, Archbishop A delegation, which included civil rights advocate Dullah Omar, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu and the Rev Collin Jones negotiated with police who agreed to 
allow the crowd to leave peacefully in small groups.

An SABC TV crew were among the 52 newsmen detained for three-and-a-half 
hours after a police round up of pressmen during the demonstrations.

‘The journalists were arrested after they had been warned not to be at unrest 
situations in the city,’ said a police spokesman.
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