Olive Schreiner

feisty feminist and anti-racist

.- Photographs, Letters and
Pamphlets - Historical Sources

In this lesson plan, learners are asked to find out about Olive Schreiner’'s
attitudes, ideas and relationships from studying photographs,
letters and pamphlets.

Source A

Olive during one of her walks with a young African servant, date unknown Ruth First and
Ann Scott. Olive Schreiner: a Biography, London: Andre Deutsch, 1980

Source B

Olive Schreiner with her husband MuseuMAfrica




Source C: Olive’s objections to the League
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‘*The Woman's cause is man’'s:
They rise or sink together,
Dwarfed or godlike,
Bond or free.” —Tennyson.
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Olive scrawled over this pamphlet in the left margin: ‘These were the terms on which | joined’. In the right
margin she wrote: ‘It was not a personal matter that made me leave the society.’ In the centre she wrote: ‘The
women of the Cape Colony all women of the Cape Colony.’

Ruth First & Ann Scott. Olive Schreiner: A Biography, London: Andre Deutsch, 1980



Source D: Extract from Olive’s letter to Edward Carpenter

The Homestead, Kimberly, South Africa
October 1894

Dear old Edward Carpenter

.... Aman and a woman stand in the same relation to each other as a white man to a black
man, supposing the two to have struck up a deathless friendship and to have determined to
live together. It would not do for the black man to be dependent on the white because at
least in this country there are centuries of tradition of the inferiority of the black and the
superiority of the white: of submission on one side and masterhood on the other; and these
traditions ... have affected both, that if the monetary power were on one side | believe a
friendship of true equality would be impossible between the two. Just so with a man and a
woman, with 2,000 years of slavish submission on one side and animal dominance on the
other ... they can neither of them afford anything which tends to keep up those traditions.

With regard to my own marriage, dear, | will only say it is an ideally happy one...

Love to all the friends at Millthorpe
Olive

Typed transcription of letter from Olive Schreiner to Edward Carpenter

Olive Schreiner’s passport
photo MuseuMAfrica

Source E: Olive suffers discrimination. Letter to Emily Hobhouse

To Miss E. Hobhouse Mayer Lake, Bude (during the First World War).

When | told her (landlady in England) my name she turned and glared at me... She asked if
my name was not German. | said it was, but | was a British subject born in South Africa, that
my husband was a British subject of pure British descent, and my mother was English, that
my father who left Germany 80 years ago, was a naturalized British subject, and had been
dead nearly 50 years. She turned round and stormed at me, all her seemingly gentle face
contorted with rage and hate. She said that if my ancestors came from Germany “three
hundred years ago” it would make no difference, no one with a German name should come
into her house... | was feeling so ill and worn out, that | dropped into a chair and burst out
crying... | could only say, “It isn't because you are so unkind to me, it's because all the
world’'s so wicked.”

Letter from Olive Schreiner to Emily Hobhouse, Bude, no date, probably 1914. Published in Cronwright-Schreiner, SC (ed).
The Letters of Olive Schreiner, 1876 — 1920. (London: T Fisher Unwin Ltd, 1924), p. 341

Source F: Olive hisses speakers

To Miss E. Hobhouse London (March)

... I am so sick of English jingo-ism and self-glorification which ever, under the guise of a
“‘peace” meeting, always comes out. | went to one peace meeting, and | and many of the
audience hissed some of the speakers and called “Peace! Peace! We want peace” It was
supposed to be a peace meeting; and some of the women began to talk of how they could
help the war!ll

Letter from Olive Schreiner to Emily Hobhouse, London, probably March 1915. Published in
Cronwright-Schreiner (ed), 1924, p. 348

This lesson has been developed by the South
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