The Bulhoek Massacre

the power of prophecy

Historical Documents - Clues to a
Terrible Tragedy

In this lesson plan, learners are encouraged, through their study of historical documents, to
explore the reasons for a religious group risking their lives to defy Smuts's government in
1921. Learners will also be asked to think about why the Smuts government and its police
used violent force against the so-called Israelites.
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What made so many people follow the prophet
Enoch Mgijima?

Look at what the judge said when he was sentencing Enoch and other ‘ringleaders’ for their role
in the resistance:

‘[ am...sure that the real bond which bound these people (the Israelites) together under Enoch

and (his brother) Charles was the crazy notion that the day was coming when the black man
was to have his freedom.’

‘Curtain Falls on Israelite Drama’ by Special Representalive, The Star, 3rd December 1921

Why did the judge think it was a ‘crazy notion'? What is crazy?
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Source B Learner Activities
Now read Enoch’s response to Truter's |etter the next day

Ntabelanga
Cape Province
22nd May 1921.

To Theo T. Truter

Commissioner,

South African Police,
Sip Queenstown.

Yours of the 21st instant duly to hand, I feel glad that today I am able to express myself
to you, how God has sent me to his people. On the 19th April 1907, the Lord God had
appeared to me by a vision. I was only a hunter of game and a sinner before God, but the
God of Heaven and earth appeared to me and sent me to His people and whosoever shall
hear his word, saying for you to hear the sound from the west. The Lord informed that the
war will begin in 1914, and from thence there shall be no peace on earth. The Lord God also
informed me from what side it shall appear when it comes in Africa. You are just on its
track, as you now stand. This war is not for the kings nor the rulers of this world, but it is
the war of the Lord God of Israel. I, the servant of the Lord, do inform you therefore
that this war is not caused by me nor any earthly kind.

I understood that you Sir, intend to come out to Ntabelanga with an adequate force. May
it therefore be known by you and all, that the armies and forces shall be ruled by God. As
for myself, I am a messenger before the blood. The whole world is going to sink in the
blood. I am not the causer of it but God is going to cause it. ...

I have been praying the Government to allow the Israelite to pray to their God. You are
informing me that you are coming out with an adequate force. Do you mean that you are
coming out to war against the God of Israel? If you then Sir, Mr Truter, are coming out to
make war please inform me. I shall then write or say my last word before you destroy me.

Yours faithfully,
(sd) E.J. Mgijima.

Jus, Vol. 288, Ref 2/853/20, National Archives, Preforia
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MURDER! MURDER! MURDER!I! Other Ideas

THE BULLHOEK MASSACRE

CHRISTIANS SLAUGHTER THEIR GHRISTIAN BRETHREN
GREAT EMPIRE DAY CELEBRATION.

How appropriste and how much in keeping with the Matabale Massaces, aod ofber of thelr brutal Empire
building tactios. And the Bullhosk tragedy was eitber by fate wr ciroumsiances oosctsd on their wery
Empire Day.

We accums the responsible Government, whose foross are headsd by a brotal sssassin, of murdering unarmed
strikers in Johannesburg 1913, — slsnghiering usnsrmed natives in Pert Elissbeth 1920,— sod their labut
dubauch is the gravsome matilation of bundrsds of natives who wers Christisgs and passive sommunity.

Hence, this brutal invasion is truly symbolical of Governmental tyrammy in their hysterical efforts
to exploit the workers, irrespective of their particular colour or relifous beleils, and to maintain their
position functioned by am idle and parasitic class; their armies are ever available to suppress any
liberterian effort from the oppressing yoke of Cap

A condemnation meeting will be held on the Parade at 11am
Sunday morning.

Sunday evening Adderley Street.

St. Marks Schoolroom, Tennant Street, Monday evening 30th
at 7.30 p.m.

TRiibed By Tie United Commer ‘mﬂz‘ Tiein Dieeet, Cape Tows, and pristed b7
Thie Commarcial Prees, 84 Sar Lowry Read, Cape Tows.

Published by the United Communist Party, 20 Plein Street, Cape Town

This lesson has been developed by the South
African History Archive (SAHA)
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