Orlando Pirates

humble beginning: great tradition

Tradition as Historical Source

In this lesson plan, learners are asked to think about how the oral
traditions that people create around their favourite sports
teams can be a historical source.

John Mabaso of Orlando Pirates at the
presentation of the trophy for the 1981

Sales House Champion of Champions
Joe Sefale, Sunday Times

Orlando Pirates supporters dressed for Wits vs Pirates - Shakes Ntsoseng makes a

SUCCESS Bailey's African History Archive, August 1973 dramatic tackle on Wits' Rodney Bush Johnnic
Library, 15 April 1979

‘Mokgosinyane, a self-appointed social worker and keen footballer, invited a group of boys to
his big yard at No 4305 Orlando East. The yard became theirs for football practice ... this is how
the mighty Orlando Pirates was born in 1937

We found Mokgosinyane seated on a tiny bench in his backyard...

‘Ya, those were the days,' Mokgosinyane said. ‘When | rounded up the boys, they used to call
themselves Orlando Youth Club. Together with Andries Pele-Pele Mkwanzi, | decided to form a
team made up of these local youths. | bought them all their equipment. | am not sure, but as |
recall the name Pirates was suggested by Pele-Pele. Yes, today Pirates players drive snazzy
cars and jet all over for their matches, but things were tough in those early days. We used to
walk from Soweto to George Goch for our games. We had guys like the legendary Isaac
“Rocks” Mothei, “Baboon” Shepherd Shabangu and “Buick” Buthelezi'.

DRUM, June 1980

Pirates vs Wits -
Godfrey "City"
Radebe of Pirates
is flanked by Wits

defenders Johnnic
Library

Pirates vs Higlands - Jeff Nisibande tries to

foil charging Martin Cohen Johnnic Library,
23 May1982




You’ve probably heard about the Sonos or at
least about Jomo Sono. Jomo’s dad was known
as ‘Scara’ Sono.

‘Scara (Eric) came from Langa in the Cape to Orlando when he was a child. His
father lost his sight soon afterwards, and had to go into a special home. Scara was
one of nine children! He spoke only Shangaan so he found it tough in Orlando, and
was bullied by the big kids who lived next door. To deal with them, Scara learned
boxing, and soon fought back. He did well at boxing but also played soccer for his
school. He was drawn into the Pirates’ teams in his late teens. By 1958 he was
playing inside left for the first team and was elected team captain. He led them
during their most successful season ever. He attributed his success to regular
training and no drinking or smoking. He also believed strongly in integrated teams.

(A year after Drum did this feature, Scara died in a car accident.) DRUM, April 1963

Orlando Pirates players, Orlando Pirates stalwart Eric

Sugar Ray, Motale & "Scara" Sono Sunday Times, 1963
Scara Sono sunday Times

Ephraim (Jomo) Matsitela Sono grew up to ‘fit handsomely into his late father's
boots.’

In 1980 Drum was wondering whether younger brother Julius Sono would follow in
the ‘great family tradition’.
DRUM, June 1980

Learner Activities

* You have seen that Drum liked the idea of a ‘family tradition’ in the case of the
Sonos. There are a lot of traditions connected to football — to its players and
supporters. What are some of these?

» Construct a history of a sports team that interests you. You may have collected
some of the memorabilia yourself. Talk to older people about the team’s history
and ask them to show you any memorabilia that they have. Do you see that the
team'’s history is mostly carried forward as an oral tradition?
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This lesson has been developed by the South
African History Archive (SAHA)
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Other Ideas
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